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WELCOME

It was great to see the Lord Ferrers Award 
Ceremony returning this year after a break 
during the Pandemic and this year winners for 
both 2020 and 2021 were awarded across 11 
categories at the ceremony at Lancaster House in 
London on 14 October. 

It was wonderful to see guests attending in person, 
but more amazing was the alternative for invited 
guests to join via a Live Stream, allowing a wider 
audience viewing.  

The Home Secretary Priti Patel, who attended the 
event, said: “It is heartening to see these volunteers 
joining our brave police officers working tirelessly to 
cut crime and protect the public during an 
unprecedented time. Their selfless work putting the 
most vulnerable people in their neighbourhoods first 
and caring for their communities represents the very 
best in the British public. I want to congratulate each 
and every one of the winners – they are a vital part of 
the policing family.”

And whilst it is right that we congratulate the 
winners, and runners up from the event, we should 
continue to thank all our Special Constables that have 
stepped up in the last eighteen months, to support 
their policing colleagues, and their local communities. 

I hope you enjoy this edition of Special Impact, and I 
thank everyone who supports the publication – 
without your contributions it would not be here!

Take care

Tina Shelton
Editor Special Impact

Pictured above Specials Inspector Gareth Noyes, 
Chief Inspector Esther McLaughlin, and Special 
Sergeant Colin Brooks, who are part of the Special 
Constabulary Leadership Team within Gwent Police.

Special Impact is supported by Citizens in Policing 
Practitioners, Volunteers and Stakeholders. Thanks go 
to North Yorkshire Police for supporting artwork and 
design. To submit an article or give feedback please 
contact: 

 Tina.Shelton@gmp.police.uk

Follow us on Twitter

@SCIMPACTMAG

Cover page – Special Sergeant  Emem Adegbola, 

Thames Valley Police with DCC Richard Debicki, 

North Wales Police at the Lord Ferrers Awards
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Deputy Chief Officer Stephen Byrne

will help shape the future of WMP Specials

Stephen Byrne became a Special Constable in 
Nottingham in 2005, aged just 18 years old. He joined 
WMP three years later and says helping to make a 
difference to the communities he serves means he has 
'the best job in the world'. Now aged 34, he's been a 
Special Constable all of his adult life, and was a Special 
Inspector and Special Chief Inspector during the past 
five years, before applying for his latest role.

Stephen said: “I applied for the role because I want to 
give something back to the colleagues and Force which 
has supported me. Being part of the Special 
Constabulary helps with my own development and it 
provides some wonderful experiences. I have met some 
amazing people over the years.”

The married father-of-two is a Quality Improvement Co-
ordinator at a college during the day. But it's on Friday 
nights when he puts on his uniform that he gets the 
most job satisfaction.

He added: “I've worked in operations, Central 
Motorway Police Group (CMPG) and neighbourhoods 
but being able to support colleagues across all areas of 
policing is the best place to be.  I'm looking forward to 
getting stuck in; I really want to help the Special 
Constabulary grow and support new recruits. I've had a 
fantastic experience and I want to share that with 
others. Opportunities for Specials are just 
phenomenal.”

ACC Mark Payne said Stephen's appointment is a great 
result for WMP. He said: “This was a very competitive 
selection process, but Stephen shone throughout it.  I 
am delighted that the Special Constabulary will have a 
new Deputy Chief Officer who has some really exciting 
ideas for the future.”

Stephen will now help shape the future of West 
Midlands Special Constabulary. 

DCO Stephen Byrne

West Midlands Police has appointed a new Deputy Chief Officer 
of the Special Constabulary



West Yorkshire Special Constable Retirements

Mick says: “In my service I have had the privilege to work 
alongside a number of officers and Special Constables, to 
which they have become friends for life, it is true when 
they say when you join West Yorkshire Police, you join a 
family. I am hanging my Specials hat up after 26 years' 
service; however I will be joining the Police Support 
Volunteering family in July.”

Mick Boothman joined the Special Constabulary in 
1994, at that time the Specials training was 2 hours 
on a Tuesday evening at Wood Street Police Station 
in Wakefield West Yorkshire.  The uniform of the 
day was different then; Mick recalls wearing blue 
shirts and a flat cap and having a wooden peg 
(truncheon), floppy handcuffs on a chain, and the 
heaviest coat you could ever wish to wear.

Mick progressed through the ranks reaching Senior 
Section Officer.  He volunteered on the 
Neighbourhood Patrol Teams around Wakefield 
District, but his passion was always in Roads 
Policing.  Mick's proudest achievement was the 
implementation of a Special Constabulary Roads 
Policing Unit (RPU) in 2014. He managed a team of 
20 Special Constables over two sites in Wakefield 
and Bradford Districts.  It was an amazing 
achievement to have Roads Policing Specials 
working alongside the regular RPU teams gaining 
response, stop-stick and stinger training.   Later 
Mick moved into a new role within the Special 
Constabulary and became the West Yorkshire 
Police Wellbeing Officer in 2018. 

Mick Boothman

Wayne Cowley Joined the Special Constabulary 
on the 18th June 1991, starting his first shift from 
Odsal Police Station in Bradford District. He 
remained working in and around the Bradford 
area until 2006 when he got the call to come and 
be the first Specials Trainer in 2006 at the West 
Yorkshire Police Bishopgarth Training Centre. 
Wayne was promoted to Senior Section Officer in 
1997. 

Wayne received an Assistant Chief Constable 
Commendation in 2011 for consistently delivering 
high quality training to Special Constables. 

In 2014 Wayne was later joined by another 
Special Trainer and the team grew and became 
the Specials Led Trainers Team. Since Wayne 
became a Specials Trainer pre Cohort training 
from 2006 – 2016 a total of over 1,500 student 
Specials have been trained and attested by him 
and others Special Trainers. In 2016 Specials 
training moved to Cohort Training, which has 
seen Wayne as the lead trainer for Cohorts 
1,5,9,11,13,17 and more recently Cohort 21 who 
attested on 30th May 2021. 

Wayne says: "I have had an amazing time; it has been a life 
experience like no other. My time as Specials Trainer at 
Force Training School has been a highlight of my career and 
I have loved seeing the new Special Constables thrive, 
especially those that have gone on to join the Regulars. It 
has been a pleasure and an honour to be part of the West 
Yorkshire Police." 





The best of both worlds' - Singapore Volunteer officers

celebrate 75 years of assisting the police  

During the work week, she is a User Experience 
Designer; but on weekend nights, she dons her 
uniform to patrol the streets as a volunteer officer for 
the police.  Much like full-time police officers, 
Sergeant Lim Mei Qing, 36, attends to 999 calls for 
fights, drug abuse and gambling. She has made 
arrests on multiple occasions since she joined in 2018.

The job often tests her nerve to stand up to those who 
flout the law. In one incident, she had to arrest a 
dangerous man who wielded a weapon. “I thought, he is 
taller than me, how can I react; but in the moment, I was 
just trying to arrest him," Sergeant Lim told The Straits 
Times. "After you don the uniform, you feel you must do 
something to help and not stand there."

She is among some 1,200 officers from the Volunteer 
Special Constabulary (VSC), which marked its 75th 
anniversary on 1 October.A time capsule was launched 
during the event and each volunteer unit was invited to 
contribute items of significance before the capsule gets 
sealed next year. The capsule will be unveiled at the VSC's 
100th anniversary.

An observance ceremony was held virtually on Saturday 23 
October to celebrate the occasion and recognise the 
contributions of active and retired volunteer officers to the 
Singapore Police Force (SPF).

A time capsule was launched during the 
event and each volunteer unit was invited 
to contribute items of significance before 
the capsule gets sealed next year. The 
capsule will be unveiled at the VSC's 100th 
anniversary.

Also pictured above is Sergeant Nazirul Mubin Yusoff, 32, 
who has pursued his dreams of becoming a police officer 
while also working as a secondary school teacher.

Credit:  The Straits Times: Sue-Ann Tan and Osmond Chia/VLEOA

https://www.straitstimes.com/authors/sue-ann-tan
https://www.straitstimes.com/authors/osmond-chia


Surrey Special Constabulary support European

Golf Tour at PGA Championship

Over the five days, 15 Special Constables were out on 
the fairways and greens for every ball that was played. 
Their contribution continued well into the evening as 
Clean Bandit and Feeder provided the entertainment to 
the mass spectators. The Officers assisted in providing 
an effective and deliberately low-key presence at what 
was an overwhelmingly good-natured event.  
Opportunities to get involved with events such as this 
are a marked departure from the world of Safer 
Neighbourhood Teams and Neighbourhood Policing 
Teams and the Surrey Specials relished the chance to 
interact with the public on a very different level to the 
usual duty. 

Through extremes of weather, with the mercury in the 
mid-20's one day (with the inevitable “bet you're hot in 
all that gear” comments) to torrential downpours the 
next, they racked up the steps, with 15-20,000 the 
norm!  

Special Inspector Bradley Rogers said: "As a mixed 
team of Independent and non-Independent Specials, 
most of us without a shred of golf knowledge, we 
dealt with a variety of issues but largely enjoyed 
talking to the army of golf fans who were only too 
happy to educate us about the impressive golf we 
were able to enjoy. Perhaps next year we'll be able 
to hold our own in the chat with the fans!"

Surrey Special Constables were out again this year 
at the wonderful West Course at Wentworth for 
the BMW Professional Golfers' Association (PGA) 
Tour. A huge number of visitors made the best of 

the first major event at Wentworth since 2019 and 
the glorious sunshine certainly helped rekindle the 

atmosphere of pre-Covid tours. 



Lincolnshire Specials Support the National Police

Memorial Day Celebration

Lincolnshire Police Specials turned out in force on Sunday 26th 
September to assist the Force as they hosted the National 
Police Memorial Day celebration in Lincoln Cathedral.

Lincolnshire Police Specials turned out in force on Sunday 26th 
September to assist the Force as they hosted the National Police 
Memorial Day celebration in Lincoln Cathedral.

National Police Memorial Day (NPMD) was founded by Kent Police 
Officer, Inspector Joe Holness QPM OBE after his colleague, Jon 
Odell, was killed on duty.

Around 5,000 Police Officers have died while on duty in the past 180 
years.

National Police Memorial Day is held each year on the nearest 
Sunday to Saint Michael's Day, the Patron Saint of Police. 

Support from across the service and from police related charitable 
causes for the Memorial Day has been widespread.  The day is 
recognised by government and royalty as an official national day.

National Police Memorial Day services have been held all over the 
United Kingdom to reflect the national contribution made by the 
police.   The inaugural service was held at St Paul's Cathedral on 
Sunday, October 3 in 2004.

Officials and bereaved families attended the service at Lincoln 
Cathedral, the city's famous landmark, on Sunday, 26th September 
to pay their respects to those lost in the line of duty.

Guests were greeted by a guard of 
honour formed by representatives 
from each Force in England, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, and 
uniformed police officers from 
overseas forces.  Key figures from 
across the UK attended the 
emotional event, including Home 
Secretary Priti Patel.



There was silence in the auditorium as green, blue, 
and red petals of remembrance descended from 
the gallery before the Last Post was sounded.

Specials came from across the County to support 
policing of the event and all put in a very long day to 
make sure the National Police Memorial Day went off 
without a hitch at Lincoln Cathedral. During the 10-12 
hour day their duties included taking care of security in 
the Cathedral, patrolling in and around the venue in 
the run up, during and after the event and four Special 
Constables were part of the Hostile Vehicle Mitigation 
team assisting at security cordons at various points 
around the cathedral.

It was a proud moment for those involved, 
including SC Curtis Truckle who said: “Taking part 
in such an incredible event was a privilege and 
something I will never forget. “Being a Special is 
about giving back to the community and this is 
something we got to do together as one.”

Lincolnshire Police Chief Constable Chris Haward, 
who spoke at the service, said it was a privilege to 
take part and honour those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.

He said at the conclusion of the service: “It has 
been an honour for Lincolnshire to host the 2021 
National Police Memorial Day.

“Men and women on the frontline, up and down 
the country, put themselves in harm's way every 
day to protect and serve. They keep our 
communities safe from danger and make great 
sacrifices to do so. “Being a police officer is more 
than just a job. It is a path that many could not 
walk, and we should feel proud every single day. 
They are all normal people, doing extraordinary 
things in the name of justice. Some give up their 
lives in the line of duty to make sure men, women 
and children have a safer community to live and 
work in.

But our fallen colleagues will always remain part 
of the police family and we will always remember 
them.”

“It was a privilege to take part in the service on 
Sunday.”

SC Ivan Graham was part of the 
Guard of Honour and escorted the 
Book of Remembrance

SC Zara McArdle said: “I 
would say it was an honour 
to be part of the NPMD 
event. I was part of the 
Cathedral party and Honour 
Guard so also had the 
pleasure and privilege to 
greet families and to engage 
with the representatives 
from other forces arriving at 
the event.

“It was also nice to be able to engage with the 
public and let them know about the Police 
National Memorial Day.”



Special Constabulary Gathering 2021

Hundreds Attend Inaugural Virtual Event to Celebrate the 
Work of the Special Constabulary. 

Months in the planning, over 700 
Special Officers, as well as 
representatives from Citizens in 
Policing (CiP) logged on to the 
Special Constables' Gathering 21 
(#SCGathering21) under the banner 
'Gathering today for future success'.

The event was broadcast live on the 
morning of the 18th September 
from a location in North Wales, with 
a number of officers and staff from 
the Welsh Force helping on the day.  
The event was also the first time in 
five years that there had been a 
nationally focussed conference or 
gathering for the Special 
Constabulary.

The Gathering, which was chaired 
by National CiP Change Manager, 
Mark Owen MBE, began with an 
address to the virtual audience by 
DCC Richard Debicki, NPCC Lead for 
the Special Constabulary and 
Deputy Chief Constable of North 
Wales Police.  In his address DCC 
Debicki covered the efforts of the SC 
during the pandemic, where over 
three million hours of duty were 
carried out.  He also gave an 
overview of the recent SC strategy 
and the work ongoing there to 
further improve the parity, 
consistency of opportunity and 
development of Special Constables 
in forces across the UK.

DCC Debicki said: “I am incredibly 
proud to be the NPCC 
representative for the almost 10k SC 
in England and Wales and I am 
really proud of you all; Special 
Constables are a part of our policing 
family and the communities you 
serve.  I can't express enough my 
appreciation to you for the effort 
and commitment that you give.”  

“The contribution of the SC during 
the pandemic was astonishing and 
made a massive difference to 
keeping communities safe.” –
DCC Debicki

Joining online throughout the event 
were a number of expert speakers, 
including celebrated author, John 
Sutherland, Chair of the PFEW John 
Apter and Policing Minister, Kit 
Malthouse MP.

John Sutherland, Sunday Times 
bestselling author and former Met 
Police Chief Superintendent was the 
Gathering's keynote speaker.  He 
had to retire from the police service 
on medical grounds in 2018, and 
spoke to the Gathering about 
mental health and resilience, giving 
an absorbing, powerful and 
thought-provoking talk. John spoke 
openly about how he loved his job, 
and the circumstances that led to 
his early retirement.  

"Not only as a retired Police Officer, 
but as a member of the pubic, a 
thank you to you -members of the 
Special Constabulary - for all that 
you continue to do to keep us safe; 
to do this as a volunteer is pretty 
special." – John Sutherland 



John Apter, Chair of the PFEW and 
former Special Constable followed, 
speaking about the growing 
partnership between the Police 
Federation and the Special 
Constabulary and the moves to 
change legislation to allow Special 
Constables to join the Federation.

“The Federation's relationship with 
the Special Constabulary has come a 
long way in recent years.  The role 
of a Special Constable has changed 
so much over the last 30 years and 
the change in legislation to allow 
Special Constables to be members 
of the Police Federation is a 
momentous decision, as well as 
being the right thing to do.” – 
John Apter

Before a short break, a pre-recorded 
message from Kit Malthouse MP, 
Minister of State for Policing and 
the Fire Service, was shown.  Mr 
Malthouse thanked the Special 
Constabulary for their work, 
particularly the response of the 
Constabulary during the pandemic. 

“You are the living embodiment of 
the link and partnership between 
the police and the public they serve.  
You are more diverse than the 
regular police service and the role 
you played during the pandemic 
was extraordinary.” – 
Kit Malthouse MP

During the afternoon session a 
number of optional workshops 
covering topics from ESP to 
Neurodiversity, Choose Life drug 
education to DutySheet and Leading 
Volunteers to the International 
Policing Panel VLEOA were hosted in 
separate virtual rooms.  

Also available were some insight 
and overview videos from 
companies and organisations that 
supported the Gathering and 
provided some videos, 
presentations or adverts for the 
event.  These included the Gypsy 
Roma Traveller Police Association; 
the National Police Wellbeing 
Service; ASCO; International Police 
Association; Anytime Fitness; CPA; 
Police Memorial Trust; Police 
Professional; Catholic Police Guild; 
Police Care UK; Hard Days Night 
Hotel; Perkjam discount offers and 
the MIND Blue Light campaign.

The event closed out with a Q&A 
session, hosted again by Mark Owen 
and featuring DCC Debicki, Dave 
Bamber, SC Lead for the PFEW; 
National ESP Coordinator Edith Price 
and Special Constabulary Uplift 
Coordinator, Esther McLaughlin. 
Questions sent in by the audience 
covered topics ranging from 
investment in leadership training 
and progression, Federation 
representation, Taser, a national 
deployment model, Employer 
Supported Policing and Uplift within 
the Special Constabulary as well as 
the impact of the national regular 
PC Uplift programme.  

MARK OWEN QUOTE: “Lots of 
people worked behind the scenes to 
pull the Gathering together and it 
was a genuinely fantastic event.  We 
had some incredibly powerful and 
impactive speakers with us on the 
day, as well as a huge amount of 
support from a wide range of 
policing organisations and external 
companies who recognise the 
importance of supporting the 
Special Constabulary.

“But most importantly, it is a 
testimony to the Special 
Constabulary that so many people 
joined us, in their own time, to 
support the event, support their 
colleagues and show a willingness 
to learn and develop in their roles 
as Special Constables in the years 
ahead, which represent a very 
exciting time to be a part of this 
unique and inspiring part of the 
policing family.”



LORD FERRERS AWARD 2021

The 27th annual Lord Ferrers Awards, which recognises the 
contributions of Police Support Volunteers, Special 
Constables and Volunteer Police Cadets, took place in 
London on Thursday 14 October. The nominations this year 
were of a very high standard and were submitted across all 
categories, which collectively signal the huge depth and 
diversity of the voluntary contribution to policing.

Sir Martyn Lewis CBE, hosted this year's Lord Ferrers Awards, 
and stated 'The event recognises the contribution of volunteers 
and the life changing difference made to communities.’

“I am delighted to recognise the tremendous work of 
volunteers across England and Wales."

Matthew Rycroft CBE, Permanent Secretary, Home Office 

“Huge thank you and massive congratulations. You are part 
of the soul and the heart of British Policing."

Rt Hon Kit Malthouse MP, Minister of State for Crime & 
Policing

“Our volunteers are an integral part of our policing family 
and we could not deliver a service without them. This year's 
nominations reflected the innovative, diverse and 
committed range of duties that our volunteers undertake on 
a daily basis and the panel had a tough job identifying the 
winners given the excellent standard that was submitted.”

Chief Constable Lisa Winward, North Yorkshire Police & 
National NPCC Lead for Citizens in Policing

Runners Up

Special Constable - Individual Award
Paul Baylay - Metropolitan Police

Special Constabulary - Team Award
MSC/BRIT Partnership - Metropolitan Police

Police Support Volunteer Individual 
Award
Maureen Harrop - GMP

Police Support Volunteer - Team Award
The Talent Team - Avon & Somerset Police

Volunteer Police Cadets - Individual 
Award
Harry Snelson - Lancashire Constabulary 

Volunteer Police Cadets – Team Award
North Tyneside Cadet Unit - Northumbria 
Police

Employer Supported Policing Award
Wave Utilities & ClwydAlyn

Leadership Award
Tamojen Morgan - Metropolitan Police

Technical Innovation Award
Op Doctor Team - Hampshire Constabulary

Volunteering in Partnership Award
Joshua Michie - Northumbria Police &
Ipswich Cadets - Suffolk Constabulary

Office of the Police & Crime
Commissioner Volunteer Award
Victim First Volunteers - Northumbria Police



Special Constabulary
Individual Winner

Special Sergeant Emem Adegbola
Thames Valley Police

Police Support Volunteer
Individual Winner

Bob Johnson
College of Policing

Volunteer Police Cadet
Individual Winner

Shilah McGregor
Northumbria Police

Employer Supported Policing 
Winner

Network Rail

Technical Innovation Award 
Winner

Larry Unthank
Surrey Police

Special Constabulary
Team Award Winner

Etal Lane RTP Support Group
Northumbria Police

Police Support Volunteer
Team Award Winner

Black Police Association Outlook 
Volunteers
Avon & Somerset Police

Volunteer Police Cadets
Team Award Winner

Gwent Senior Police Cadets

Leadership Award
Winner

Esther McLaughlin
Gwent Police & National Citizens in 
Policing

Volunteering in Partnership 
Award Winner

Bronwen Bishop
Avon & Somerset Police

Office of the Police & Crime 
Commissioner Volunteer Award 
Winner

Chloe Hammond
Durham OPCC



Suffolk's Roads and Armed Policing Team welcome the

new Special Roads Policing Unit into their team

Three new fully trained Special Constables have joined Suffolk's 
Roads and Armed Policing Team (RAPT) for a six month trial.  

The new Specials RPU team was launched on 1 July, 
with the vision to recruit a small number of selected 
Specials who would be trained to the same standard 
and level as their regular colleagues. 

Two officers will be based in Bury St Edmunds and the 
third at Police Headquarters in Martlesham Heath. 

Each Special Constable will be partnered-up with a 
RAPT vehicle and will complete a minimum of 40 hours 
per month in order to maintain their skills and 
experience. One Special Constable completed 112 
hours in the first month.

The new Specials RPU Unit has created an additional 
flexible resource and, as part of the role, the RPU 
Specials will be able to join patrols countywide to 
support RAPT in policing Suffolk's strategic road 
network. 

In addition to the standard response driving course, 
they will also hold the advanced driving qualification 
and all other additional training elements required of a 
regular RAPT officer.

RAPT Inspector Gary Miller said: “I am really pleased 
that Kyle, Simon and Adam have joined RAPT in this new 
exciting role. They have gone through a tough 
recruitment process which mirrors that of their regular 
collages which is an achievement in itself. 

“Having now completed their driving course and other 
necessary training they will now be working 
independently alongside the rest of the team in 
delivering some really important work for the county. 

“Each of them has demonstrated a real passion for 
reducing serious collisions through Fatal 4 Enforcement, 
keeping the strategic road network running and tackling 
road-based criminality. 

“I am sure that they will enjoy the additional 
responsibility that comes with this increased level of 
training and I am really looking forward to seeing how 
this project develops in the future.”



Police Cadet, to Special Constable to Police Constable

Emily Hampton has recently been attested
as a Police Constable as part of the
SC to PC pathway. 

Emily started with North Wales Police some years ago as a Police 
Cadet in the Western area. She then went on to be the first Police 
Cadet to join the Special Constabulary in 2018. Emily is now the 
first officer to go from Police Cadet, to Special Constable and now 
to Police Constable. 

Emily says: “I thoroughly enjoyed the role of Police Cadet as it 
allowed me to build my confidence and gave me the skills to 
become a Special Constable.  Being a Special Constable was very 
rewarding; it is such a unique experience.” 

Congratulations Emily – we wish you all the best in your new role!

Congratulations to West Yorkshire Police, very own 
Special Constable Bob  Dzierzanowski who has passed the 
Off Road Course to become the newest addition 
@WYP_WKBikeCops & will now be part of a robust team 
ensuring the roads are safe and illegal off-road riders are 
tackled and brought to justice. 

Lancashire Special Constabulary participated in Level 3 Public 
Order training sessions held at Hutton Police Headquarters. The 
two sessions aimed to get a large number of Special Constables 
qualified or re-qualified, to ensure there is a large pool of 
officers available with Level 3 training to support events around 
the county.
This was particularly important, for example during the 
weekend of the G7 Speakers Conference at Chorley, when 
resources were in demand. The Force also had a team in a 
carrier working the Accrington v Wigan football match; this 
involved cooperation between Cheshire' Mutual Aid carrier and 
Lancashire Special Constables providing local knowledge.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWYP_WKBikeCops&data=04%7C01%7Cdonna.greenwood%40westyorkshire.police.uk%7Ca98f320322c94bba6c1408d967bf5efe%7C681f73102191469b8ea0f76b4a7f699f%7C0%7C0%7C637654893889539970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=w9sN9NKaX12RtPzTsIA%2Bo%2FNycV9Ne3KlfDay0zq8Vjs%3D&reserved=0


Special Constables support Policing across the Summer 

It has been a very busy few months for the Devon 
and Cornwall Special Constabulary who have all 
gone above and beyond to volunteer and support 
the frontline. 

They had a busy start with G7 in Cornwall which saw 
Officers from all over Britain staying with us and one or 
two VIP guests! Special Constables policed their local 
areas providing reassurance to local residents and 
guests as well as assisting with the huge task of 
welcoming officers from across other forces.  

This was on top of everyday policing! A total of 14,790 
volunteer hours were worked by the Special Constables 
during May and June alone during the event.

Devon and Cornwall have also hosted Boardmasters, 
Tunes in the Dunes, The Tour of Britain, Air shows and 
other events plus with so many people 
staycationing in Devon and Cornwall 
the summer policing demand has
been extremely high.   



Unfortunately not all events have been happy ones and 
many of the Special Officers were involved in the tragic 
events which took place in Keyham, Plymouth.  The 
Special Constabulary acted with professionalism and 
resilience and they will continue to be supported by 
their colleagues and the Force over the coming months. 
Special Superintendent Jude Kelly has provided fantastic 
support to her officers during this time.

Huge Congratulations to the winners of the 
Devon and Cornwall Police Volunteer awards. 

Special Constable of the Year -
SC Kyle Stimpson

Highly Commended -
T/Sgt Laura Allsworth

Special Constable Team of the Year -
G999 Team West Cornwall

Highly Commended -
Exeter East & Mid Devon Impact Team

In August, 25 new officers were attested and are now at their new stations and 
already volunteering in their communities and making their first arrests. Another 23 
Officers have started their training at Headquarters in August.  We wish them all the 
best of luck.

Devon & Cornwall Police say a huge thank you to all their Specials who have 
worked so hard and volunteered so many hours over the last few months.



Meet Leicestershire's Safer Roads Team 

Leicestershire Police's Safer Roads Team is made up of highly skilled 
Special Constables who work alongside the Force's Roads Policing 
Unit to do all they can to make our roads a safer place to be.

Special Inspector Stuart Mottershaw set the team up 2 years ago 
in partnership with the Force's Roads Policing Unit. He 
said: “I have a real passion for road safety. When I was 
12-years-old I saw a friend get killed on the road while 
walking to school, and it's stuck with me ever since. 
That's one of the reasons I joined the Special 
Constabulary in the first place, I want to know I'm doing 
everything I can to prevent people from losing their 
loved ones on our roads.”



Special Inspector Stuart Mottershaw

The Team are trained in a whole host of areas, including providing 
emergency response to collisions on any road, pursuit driving, 
identifying vehicles which are dangerously overweight, monitoring the 
driving time of lorry drivers and one member is qualified to ride a 
police motorbike too. 

They can also run their own FATAL 4 events, which crack down on the 
four biggest dangers while driving: using a mobile phone while driving, 
speeding, not wearing a seatbelt and drink driving.

Special Sergeant Joe Dibb has also been on the team since it launched 
and said: “I worked on response for ten years and wanted to specialise 
and try something new. I had dealt with a lot of road traffic collisions 
over the years and thought this would be a way for me to take an 
active role in preventing them from happening.

“It's not just about enforcement, it's about education. 
Sometimes drivers don't even realise they are breaking the law 
so it's about helping them to be safer too.”

Stuart regularly goes out to visit schools and 
colleges to speak to students about road safety.

Stuart added: “When you go on duty, you never really know what 
you're going to find. You could stop a car for a routine traffic offence 
such as a brake light, and end up arresting a criminal with a car full of 
money and drugs.”



Special Constabulary Foundation Learning &

Development Programme is Launched

Suffolk Constabulary has launched the Suffolk Special 
Constabulary 'Foundation' Learning and Development 
Programme (SCFLDP) which has been created by 
Inspector Gary Chapman to provide up to date training 
delivery for individuals who successfully pass the 
Suffolk Special Constabulary recruitment process.

The programme has been brought in to replace the SCILP 
which came to an end in December 2020, and focuses on 
training student Special Constables to be able to support 
Neighbourhood Response Teams across the county with a 
minimum commitment of 16 operational hours per month. 

The first intake of 12 students commenced on 20th 
February 2020.   This new training course is held over a 14-
week period, using a combination of online learning and 
tutorials (selected week day evenings), self-study, and 
attendance at Police Headquarters on selected weekend 
dates. The timetable allows more flexibility for people who 
have full time jobs or other family or caring commitments 
and as such is much more 'volunteer friendly' which will 
allow the Force to build a diverse and resilient Special 
Constabulary.  Each Special Student has been issued with a 
Force loan laptop to ensure full IT access to all appropriate 
Force sites and programmes 

Inspector Chapman said “The new modular 
training programme provides a modern, flexible 
and blended approach to learning and will 
provide the Special Constabulary with the skills 
required to meet the current and future 
demands of policing in Suffolk.”

Special Constablulary‘Foundation’ Learning andDevelopment Programme

Modules 1 to 7

‘Student Course Notes’



Karen Harris, Citizens in Policing Manager 
said “I am delighted with the new Special 
Constables Foundation Learning and 
Development Programme and am very 
grateful to Insp Chapman for the innovate 
work he has undertaken to produce this 
exciting, flexible and volunteer friendly, 
programme. The introduction of the SCFLP 
means recruitment is now open once again 
for applications to join the Suffolk Special 
Constabulary, and we are already seeing a 
fantastic amount of applicants coming 
through.”

Special Chief Officer Dean Knight said “This 
is an amazing development for the initial 
training for the Suffolk Special Constabulary. 
The SCILP modules have been with us for 
many years and the new Foundation 
learning takes us to the next level. By 
moving away from a fixed training 
programme to a more flexible approach 
allows us to widen our appeal to more 
members of our community. It will help 
attract those who will appreciate the ability 
to learn at a pace to suit them, their families 
and the organisation. Inspector Gary 
Chapman has designed a revitalised training 
programme which will take the Suffolk 
Special Constabulary forward for many years 
to come. I had the opportunity to speak to 
the first wave of new recruits who were 
impressed with the course content and the 
level of support from the trainers this 
weekend.” 



Met's Top Special Named

Exceptional officer is recognised for 
his dedication and commitment to 
duty at star-studded event

Home Secretary Priti Patel and London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan joined the Met Commissioner Dame Cressida 
Dick to congratulate all the finalists and the winners 
at the Met's annual Excellence in Policing Awards. 
Special guest presenters included Special Constable 
Penny Lancaster (City of London Police) and former 
Prime Minister John Major. The awards, held on 
Tuesday, 21 September in London were hosted by 
LBC Radio's Nick Ferrari.

Metropolitan Special Constable Radwane Gasmi of the Met Police's Road Crime Team saw off tough 
competition from colleagues to be crowned this year's winner.

Radwane was recognised for his significant 
contribution to policing; completing an exceptional 
4,000 operational hours and extra hours completing 
investigations, well above the requested 200 hours a 
year. He has completed 194 stop and searches and 70 
traffic offence reports, helping to protect the 
community and keep the roads safe. He has also 
supported a number of important Central Aid events 
and worked at the Nightingale Hospital. 

To assist his policing skills, Radwane completed an 
additional five days of interview training to allow him 
to carry out criminal investigations and has been 
Officer in Case in 29 cases. As a result of his proactive 
work and investigations, he has confiscated several 
knives and machetes, two firearms, and numerous 
amounts of Class A and B drugs.

Not content with his uniformed exploits, Radwane 
showed great courage when off-duty after he was first 
on the scene to a double stabbing that led to the 
death of a vulnerable young man. Outside of his role 
as a Special Constable, Radwane has been studying for 
an MA in Cyber Security and during Covid-19 he 
protected his vulnerable parents through shielding.

James Deller, MSC Assistant Chief Officer for 
Specialisms said: “We are remarkably proud of 
Radwane and his achievements. He is an amazing role 
model for other Specials. This year's nominations were 
tremendous and it highlights the quality of officers we 
have within the Metropolitan Special Constabulary.”  



A True Inspiration

Meet Joyce Freeman, a truly inspirational woman that has given almost 40 years of voluntary 
service through her works as a Special Constable (SC).

Joyce started as a SC rather unconventionally back in 
1980 when she called the Police after being concerned 
for her neighbour across the road that she hadn't seen 
for a few days. 

When two tall, burly male officers arrived they realised 
they couldn't fit through the window to access her 
elderly neighbour who was found to be in a diabetic 
coma. It was then they turned to 22-year old Joyce 
who crawled through the window and opened the 
door from the other side.

After hearing of Joyce's heroic work during the 
incident, the Chief Inspector at the time praised Joyce 
and personally arrived at her house with forms for her 
to fill out, encouraging her to join as a Special 
Constable.

Joyce's father was also a Special Constable but despite 
knowing the risks that it could pose and the hard work 
it would be, a spark had been ignited and she knew 
she wanted to do something where she could help 
protect the community. 

Almost 40 years on Joyce is still a Special Constable at 
the age of 62 and can't wait to get back out with her 
team after the pandemic when she does not need to 
shield anymore.

Joyce said: “Since I joined back in 1980 things have 
progressed massively, women officers had to wear 
skirts and carry a handbag with a very small truncheon 
in it. As time progressed attitudes changed and people 
realised that if women are to play an active role they 
need to accommodate them properly so they ditched 
the skirts and handbag and gave us proper uniforms.

“A highlight for me was meeting my partner John who I 
have been with since 1983; he was also a Special 
Constable. 

“To any other young women that are thinking about 
becoming a Special I would say go for it! It doesn't 
matter about size or age; communication is your most 
important tool. If you have the gift of the gab you 
don't need to be super strong or tall to be a Police 
Officer. 

“If I could do my time again I think I would have joined 
full time as I love it and my team so much.”



Police Mutual ISA

Police Mutual is a trading style of The Royal London Mutual Insurance Society Limited. The Royal London Mutual Insurance Society Limited is authorised by the 
Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. The firm is on the Financial Services 
Register, registration number 117672. Registered in England and Wales number 99064. Registered office: 55 Gracechurch Street, London, EC3V 0RL. For your 
security, all calls are recorded and may be monitored.

PMISA 0821

Whatever you are saving for, 
the Police Mutual ISA gives 
you control and flexibility  
over how you save.
Save a regular amount each month, and make  

lump sum payments when you want.

Flexibility to change, stop and start the amount you 

decide to save. 

Open a Police Mutual ISA before 28th October and 

get a £10 e-gift card — a choice of Marks and 

Spencer or Amazon.co.uk Gift Card*.

Open yours today from just £30 a month with a direct 

debit, or a one-off lump sum of £100; and make 

additional top-ups whenever you want.

Things to think about

•  The Police Mutual ISA is a Stocks and Shares ISA.

•  The money you pay in is spread across a range  

of investments.

•  The value of your investment can go down as well  

as up so when you take your money out you may  

get back less than you put in.

•  Police Mutual ISA is designed to be a medium to 

long-term investment, held for 5 to 10 years or longer.

•  In the tax year 2021/22 the maximum you can save  

in ISAs is £20,000. You can only pay into one Stocks 

and Shares ISA each tax year.

•  Assuming you save for at least 5 years, we  

have classified the product as 3 out of 7, which  

is a medium to low risk investment. This rates  

the potential losses from future performance at  

a medium to low level, and poor market conditions  

are unlikely to impact our 

ability to pay you. The risk  

may be higher if you hold 

the product for less than  

5 years.

1. Visit policemutual.co.uk/isa

2.   Call 01543 441 630
 We’re open from Mon-Fri 8.30am–5.30pm

* Terms & conditions apply. Visit www.policemutual.co.uk/giftterms. Offer valid 
until 28th October 2021. Gift will be delivered 30 days after the offer ends. 
If you choose the Amazon.co.uk Gift Card, please see Amazon terms at 
www.amazon.co.uk/gc-legal.

Get a £10 e-gift 
card when you 
open a Police 
Mutual ISA
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