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Welcome to Summer 
Edition 27. This edition 
celebrates National 
Specials Weekend and we 
are showcasing the work 
of Special Constables 
from seven Forces, 
demonstrating the vital 
role Special Constables play 
within policing and their 
communities.

It would be remiss not 
to mention the tragic 
events that occurred at 
the Manchester Arena 
and in London, and to 
recognise the fantastic 
support that the Special 
Constabulary gave to their 
respective Forces.  Once 
again, the dedication, 
commitment and resilience 
of this wonderful force of 
volunteer officers have 
been second to none.

I hope you enjoy this 
edition, and as always, 
thanks to everyone who 
has taken the time to 
submit articles and photos.

tina Shelton 
Editor

Bedfordshire’s 
Chief offiCer 
steps down 
after 25 years 

Having initially said he would only 
be a Special Constable for a year, 25 
years later Bedfordshire’s Temporary 
Special Constabulary Chief Officer 
Wayne Humberstone has stepped 
down from the Specials and will 
leave at the beginning of July. During 
his time with the Force, Wayne has 
held every rank within the Special 
Constabulary, working his way 
from a Special Constable to Chief 
Officer. As one of the first Specials 
in Bedfordshire to go into Scenes 
of Crime and the Roads Policing 
Unit, Wayne has enjoyed a varied 
volunteering career with the Force. 
Wayne initially joined the Specials with 
a view to moving to the regulars, but 
decided to remain with the Specials 
after catching the volunteering bug.
His work has 
been recognised 
both with the 
Force and 
outside, having 
received three 
Chief Constable’s 
Commendations, 
10 Divisional 
Commander 
Commendations, 
a High Sheriff’s 
Commendation, 
and having 
been highly 

commended in the Lord Ferrers 
Awards.

On his time with the Specials, Wayne 
said: “I am so proud of the team we 
have built, and where the Special 
Constabulary has come from 25 
years ago to now. The demand for 
the Specials has changed massively 
over that time and the opportunities 
we’ve been given are changing. We 
have our first Specials Dog Handler, 
John Power; I never thought I would 
see the day that a Special Constable 
could become a dog handler, certainly 
25 years ago that would have been 
unlikely. It’s now someone else’s 
turn to take the reins, and although 
I was incredibly proud to serve as 
Chief Officer, it’s time to move on 
and allow someone else to take it 
a step further. The potential of the 
Special Constabulary is endless, and 
I feel a sense of pride in what I’ve 
achieved and a sense of sadness that 
I’m leaving. I’m proud of every single 
person who puts their uniform on as a 
Special Constable;  I’ve enjoyed every 
single moment, and if people who join 
love it half as much as I have, they will 
go far.”
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speCial Chief inspeCtor  ray 
lumley of norfolk ConstaBulary 
reCeived his mBe

What  
you can win 

A day’s design consultancy  
from Karen 

£3,500 towards the recommended 
home products and local 

tradespeople 
x5 runners up will win £100  

homeware vouchers

WIN

Please note that the prize is for one living space (room) only  
and excludes kitchens and bathrooms; the day’s consultancy  
with Karen is done remotely. The winner will receive a floor  
plan, room edit and Pinterest board featuring all recommended 

products following the consultation.

Who  
can enter

All members of the Police Family  
can enter – serving or retired Officers,  
Staff and Specials and their partners,  
children, parents, siblings, nieces and  

nephews, in-laws, grandchildren  
and grandparents.

We have teamed up with like-minded  
‘real world’ Interior Designer, blogger  
and wife of a Police Officer Karen Knox. 
Karen of Making Spaces will offer a room 
makeover for one deserving Police family, 
plus five runners’ up prizes.

Karen says: “Everyone should be able to 
access good design. We are not interested  
in turning your house into a show home.  
We design and deliver real spaces for real 
life. You don’t need to spend a lot of money 
to make a room look and feel good. Simple 
changes can transform a room and great 
design can make your home space more 
functional and nicer to be in. 

As the wife of a Police Officer,  
I have a pretty good idea about  
the pressures families feel the job 
has on their home life. Reasons 
people tell me they don’t make 
these simple changes in their 
homes are: don’t have time, too 
much stuff, my other half and I 

don’t agree, I need someone  
to sort it out for me and I  

don’t know what I want,  
so that’s where I come in!”

Claire Long, Head of the 
Police Mutual Foundation 

says, “Having worked with 
the Police and their families for 150 years, we 
appreciate how tough this career can be and 
the toll it can take on home life. We believe 
that a home enables us all to feel rooted, 
happy and relaxed and can be fundamental 
to a person’s wellbeing, so we wish everyone 
the best of luck in this prize draw.” 

With interior designer, blogger and wife of a Police Officer, Karen Knox,  
courtesy of Police Mutual

Enter at: policemutual.co.uk/winhomemakeover
Full terms and conditions are available at policemutual.co.uk/winhomemakeover. Police Mutual Assurance Society Limited is an incorporated friendly society.  

Registered office: Alexandra House, Queen Street, Lichfield, Staffordshire WS13 6QS.
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reflections. He pointed to the 
need for clearer and more 
sophisticated understandings 
around retention, and around 
diversity. He called for a greater 

engagement with HMIC. He 
supported piloting new ideas 
and practice, and developing 
business cases around Specials 
developing specialist skills 
and roles. ACC Debicki argued 
this was a good moment of 
opportunity for Specials, and 
that the current development 
of a new national strategy for 
the Specials represented a big 
opportunity. He reflected on the 
huge contribution that Specials 
make, and the huge additional 
value they provide for policing 
and to their local communities.
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The Association of Special 
Constabulary Chief Officer 
Conference saw 74 delegates 
in attendance with Chief 
Superintendent Paul Griffiths 
Vice President PSAEW, 
comparing for the day.

The conference started with 
two introductions. Chief 
Constable Dave Jones, the 
national portfolio lead for 
Citizens in Policing, who talked 
about the scale and importance 
of volunteering and public 
involvement in policing and 
Nigel Green, the outgoing 
national Chair of ASCCO who set 
out an exciting but challenging 
picture of a changing world. 

There was a strong and 
welcome focus on wellbeing at 
the conference. The health and 
wellbeing of those who work in 
policing has positively become 
a much greater area of focus 
in recent years, and the event 

welcomes the Police Treatment 
Centre and Police Mutual as key 
speakers.

Rob Beckley, former Chief 
Operating Officer at the College 
of Policing, and another long-
term senior champion of 
volunteering in policing and 
of the Special Constabulary, 
challenged the wider policing 
world in terms of its leadership 
around Specials. He asked if 
there is a real vision or a real 
strategic engagement, citing 
as an example the absence of 
a focus on Specials over a long 
period from the work of the 
HMIC.

Chief Superintendent Gavin 
Thomas, President of the 
Superintendents’ Association, 
talked about the changing 
challenges for policing, arguing 
that cyber-crime is the new 

volume crime and spoke of the 
need to more boldly think about 
remodelling workforce and 
operating models in peers.

Special Superintendent Peter 
Fitzgerald from City of London 
Police gave a presentation to 
the delegates on the Police 
and Crime Act.  Ian Miller, the 
incoming ASCCO Chair, reflected 
on the positive opportunities 
for the Special Constabulary 
in the future, the core focus 
on maintaining and building 
professionalism and on 
supporting innovation

Some more controversial topics 
were explored during the day. 
There was some debate about 
the title of ‘Special Constable’, 
with mixed views in the room 
as to whether a change would 
or wouldn’t be helpful. Some 
lively discussion around Specials 
and Tasers; with reflections that 
the current national blanket 
‘no’ policy seems to be poorly 
supported by much if any 
rational argument or evidence. 
There were some discussions 
around rank structures, insignia 
and equivalency, which again to 
some degree divided opinion.

ACC Richard Debicki, the 
national portfolio lead for 
the Special Constabulary, 
made some concluding 

assoCiation of speCial ConstaBulary 
Chief offiCers ConferenCe 2017

SC Tim Borrill received a Chief Constable 
Commendation along with four other PCs for 
their determined efforts to save a life in what 
was a very difficult situation. 
 
On the night of the incident patrolling officers 
attended a scene of a reported fight and 
found a large group of youths congregating in 
the road, surrounding a male who appeared 
to have been the victim of an assault. The 
group were found to be hostile and there was 
an air of tension. There appeared to be real 
concern for an injured male who was lying on 

the ground and was semi-conscious. 
 
The attending officers immediately requested 
an ambulance and attempted to provide 
basic first aid to the injured male. However, 
his condition deteriorated rapidly, he stopped 
breathing and became unresponsive. The 
officers commenced mouth to mouth and 
CPR compressions until paramedics arrived. 
A defibrillator was taken to the scene 
and immediately utilised. Sadly, despite 
everyone’s best efforts the young male was 
pronounced dead on arrival at hospital.

dorset ConstaBulary

sC tim Borrill and Chief 
ConstaBle deBBie simpson

alun miChael, pCC south 
wales & national lead for 

apCC on Citizens in poliCing

dr iain Britton presented for 
puBliC safety, Crime & JustiCe 

on the researCh work for 
Citizens in poliCing



At the ‘One Love’ concert, the Specials 
worked as a territory and Special 
Inspector Rob Mitchell said, “From the 
moment the team stepped out of the 
station their professionalism shone 
through and they showed just what it is 
to be a Special with GMP. The officers 
engaged with the community, reassured 
them, made them smile and above all 
showed them that cops are humans too. 
To see them all hugging, dancing and 
calming those that were scared made me 
so proud to have led on this operation.”  

There were 14 Special Constables from 
Salford, Stockport and Trafford who 
supported this event.

Chief Superintendent Stuart Ellison, 
strategic lead for the GMP Special 
Constabulary said, “The GMP Special 
Constabulary is a credit to the Force; 
their commitment and professionalism 
is fantastic and we want to express 
enormous thanks for the work that they 
did and continue to do.”
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GMP’s response during the Manchester 
Arena attack was nothing short of 
amazing. The reaction from the Force 
and its wider resources ensured that 
there was a first responder at the scene 
in just six minutes and the work that 
continued beyond that point has been 
highly commended by the people of 
Manchester. GMP’s Special Constabulary 
is one of the teams who deserve a very 
‘Special’ thanks. 

The GMP Special Constabulary is made 
up of 575 officers, and during the attack 
an overwhelming number of them left 
their homes and rushed to the city to 
help. Some attended the scene, others 
mobilised to support the city centre and 
others paraded for duty locally. 

To emphasise the role that the Specials 
played in the 6 days post-event - a total of 
5630 hours were given by them equating 

to 126 additional full time police officers 
and some 335 duties were performed.  

The dedication shown by these men and 
women who are employed elsewhere and 
volunteer in their own time, make the 
efforts all the more impressive. Additional 
thanks goes to the 61 companies that 
released them from their paid working 
duties to continue their role as a Special. 
The Tuesday after the attack saw 197 
Specials deployed; with some Specials 
working 20 hour shifts. 

Following on from this tragic event, 
the Special Constabulary continued to 
support their regular colleagues and the 
community with events such as the Great 
Manchester Run and the Courteeners 
concert, and of course, the  ‘ One Love 
Manchester’ Ariana Grande Charity 
Concert on 4th June, as well as policing 
locally to reassure the community. 

a speCial kind of thanks…
 photo Credit – Joel goodman,   

manChester evening news 



these photos were taken 
on london bridge less 
than two days after the 
attack that killed seven 
people and injured 48, 
capturing a brief meeting 
between a young boy and 
two Special Constables 
from the City of london 
police
SC James Cotton let the 
little boy try on his police 
helmet and then the boy 
posed for a photo with 
James and his colleague 
SC david Sycamore.
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For more information: 
Visit policemutual.co.uk/forceforgood or canadda.org.uk

A Force  
for Good

In its third year, the programme continues to 
encourage members of the Police family to 
nominate causes that improve the lives and 
wellbeing of their local communities.

Grants typically range between £100 and 
£500, but an example of a standout initiative 
was Lincoln based Autism Conference,  
which received £1,000. It was nominated by 
Police volunteer Debbie Marshall who runs 
the Conference through her adult support 
group, CANadda.  

Debbie has volunteered with Lincolnshire 
Police for the past seven years including 
training the Force’s new recruits in how to 
deal with vulnerable adults and children. 
This year’s Conference will host inspirational 
speakers with autism who will speak openly 
about their condition and educate the wider 
community including parents, carers and 

education professionals to help make autism 
more accepted and better understood.  

Debbie comments: “In the main autistic 
individuals still do not feel valued, included or 
accepted. I would like to encourage people 
to attend our conference, listen to some 
great speakers, and leave with more positive 
knowledge and understanding about autism.”

Stephen Mann, Chief Executive of Police 
Mutual, says of Force for Good: “At Police 
Mutual we are all about improving the lives 
of the Police family, and we are particularly 
focussed around financial, mental, physical 
and community wellbeing. It’s great to see 
even more members of the Police family – 
including volunteers and Specials - nominating 
local projects and causes close to their hearts, 
some of which they know through their local 
policing work. 

Yet again, we have been astounded by the 
impressive volume and quality of applications 
received. So far in 2017 Force for Good 
has received a total of 2,708 nominations, 
meaning that we are well on track to exceed 
the 2,986 nominations received in 2016.”  

The next nomination window opens 
September 2017.

The Lincoln based  
Autism Conference 

received £1,000  
It was nominated by Police 
volunteer Debbie Marshall

The first half of 2017 has seen Police Mutual, through its 
award winning national community sponsorship programme, 
Force for Good, recognising 212 initiatives around the country 
and donating £50,000 towards these good causes. 

At Police Mutual 
we are all about 

improving the lives 
of the Police family

Stephen Mann,  
Chief Executive

719176_Force for good Press release.indd   5 17/05/2017   16:04

City of london 
speCial ConstaBulary 



The dates for this year’s National Specials Weekend 
(NSW) coincided with National Volunteers Week, to 
ensure that volunteering in a policing context formed 
part of the wider, national focus on volunteering 
opportunities. The aim of this annual event is to raise 
the profile of the Special Constabulary, both in local 
communities and at a wider, national level. 

We look at seven Forces activities across the weekend.

lanCaSHiRE 
The tasking of Lancashire Specials for National 
Specials Weekend was balanced between planned 
operations, supporting local events and giving support 
to response teams. Duties were planned to meet local 
needs, to support local events and to address local 
issues and included:

Specials county-wide supported immediate response 
teams over the weekend, performing 600 hours 
and attending 63 response duties.  Preston Specials 
supported the weekend ‘Night-safe’ operation, 
essentially response officers working on foot in the city 
centre and Specials at Fleetwood attended a break in 
progress where 4 males were ultimately arrested.

On Sunday a Chorley based Special Sergeant, 
alongside colleagues, attended a serious RTC at 
Croston where the Air Ambulance conveyed the 
injured rider to hospital.

Specials also undertook 13 Neighbourhood Policing 
duties, totalling 132 hours, covering anti-social 
behaviour (ASB) patrols, tasking, operations and 
events across the county.

On Saturday Fleetwood based officers attended 
the Thornton Gala and Lancaster based Specials 
maintained a visible presence at Catterall for their 
annual Gala

A traffic operation was run by Blackpool based officers 
on Squires Gate Lane. Several drivers were given 

words of advice, and one driver was booked for driving 
at 67 mph in a 30 mph limit.  This operation was 
used as a training exercise for 9 probationer officers. 
Some officers on this exercise were then re-deployed 
to support Blackpool’s response team on what was 
proving a busy night. A further Blackpool based four 
officers performed an ASB patrol.

Four Morecambe and Lancaster based officers 
performed a plain clothes operation on Saturday night 
following recent burglaries.

Newly appointed trainee specials of intake were 
at Headquarters, Hutton on their defensive tactics 
course. 
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national speCials 
weekend gallery

national speCials weekend
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MERSEySidE 
On Friday 2nd June 2017 Merseyside Police Special 
Constabulary put out a team of 15 officers plus the 
regular Special Constabulary Lead, Inspector Welch on 
its weekly anti-social behaviour operation. The team 
interacted with members of the public who were out 
for a night out and visitors to the city.  On Saturday 
3rd June 2017 Merseyside Police Special Constabulary 
put out a team of 11 officers with the SC Chief Officer 
Dave Lyons, and were deployed to the Knowsley area 
of Liverpool and tasked with undertaking disruption 
patrols.

On Sunday 4th June Specials Constables were 
deployed to Westfield Street in St Helens town centre 
to police the annual street festival.

Once the event was over, the Specials were then 
tasked with the night time economy on Westfield 
Street. 

Several Specials worked in Investigations, Road 
Policing, Targeted Policing and Abusive Images Unit 
across the weekend too.

On Wednesday 14th June 2017 the Force held a 
Thank you Hot Pot Night for Special Constables to 
say a huge Thank You for all the hard work they do 
across Merseyside.    We had fantastic Thank You 
speeches from ACC Cooke and Chief Inspector Paul 
Court who emphasised the great work the Specials 
have done since the biggest restructure in the Police’s 
history, their commitment and passion to help the 
communities in Merseyside.

noRtH yoRkSHiRE poliCE 
86 Special Constables from North Yorkshire Police 
gave 1,168 hours as part of the National Specials’ 
Weekend - albeit extended to more than a week of 
action, culminating in three major events in York, 
Knaresborough and Skipton. 

Special took to the streets of York to support regular 
colleagues on high-visibility and anti-social behaviour 
patrols as well as supporting response officers with 
ongoing incidents into the early hours. Drink and 
drug drive patrols followed over the weekend with 
officers supporting this year’s National Summer Drink 
and Drug Driving Campaign. Meanwhile our student 
Special Constables were put through their paces with 
officer safety training at police HQ. As a bit of light 
relief, a team of specials from the Hambleton and 
Richmondshire area went head-to-head with a team 
of Durham Constabulary Specials in a paintballing 
contest. Naturally, in the interests of cross-border 
relations, North Yorkshire allowed Durham to win… 

On Monday 5 June  a team of Specials from York 
joined regular offices and police staff at ‘York Cares’ 
Big Community Challenge, helping to transform a local 
community centre to allow residents to garden, grow 

food and socialise together. The day was organised as 
a way of giving something back to the communities 
who volunteer for us. 

Poignantly, the 25th anniversary of the murder of 
Special Constable Glenn Goodman fell on 7 June - the 
final day of National Volunteers Week. Special Chief 
Officer Sharron Moverley-Holmes was joined by 
Glenn’s parents Brian and Margaret, Area Commander 
Superintendent Adam Thomson, and Special 
Constables old and new to remember Glenn at his 
Police Memorial in Tadcaster. Glenn was murdered in 
1992 by Paul Magee, a member of the IRA, who was 
jailed for life but later released from prison under the 
Good Friday Agreement. The service came in the wake 
of a third, devastating terror attack in the country, 
providing a stark reminder that the dangers facing 
officers from terrorism are as real now as they were 
25 years ago. 

Thursday saw Special Constables deployed at polling 
stations across the county to ensure voting in the 
general election passed off safely.

The following weekend (10-11 June) saw Special 
Constables support three major events across the 
county – York Pride, the Great Knaresborough Bed 
Race and Skipton Gala. 

The bed race is an annual event that is policed entirely 
by Special Constables. Without their support – this 
year 21 Specials supported the event - it would not 
have anywhere near the same level of policing. The 
visible police presence throughout the event ensures 
that disorder is kept to a minimum and any hint of 
antisocial behaviour can be responded to immediately 
before it escalates.

Special Chief Officer Sharron Moverley-Holmes, whose 
day job is as a Special Constabulary Coordinator 
for North Yorkshire Police, said: “Once again we see 
our brilliant Special Constabulary give their all in 
support of their local communities, going beyond 
what is asked of them and providing massive support 
to their regular colleagues. This year we saw a real 
outpouring of gratitude and love from members of 
the public who were very pleased to see us, providing 
a great opportunity for engagement which added to 
the fantastic atmosphere of the events. Our numbers 
are depleted after a lot of our Specials were snapped 
up during a recent, regular recruitment campaign, so 
the pressure was really on our remaining officers and 
they did not disappoint. My thanks go to them all for 
their unstinting support; it is very much valued and 
appreciated.”

noRtH WalES poliCE 
A pop up shop within the Victoria Shopping Centre 
in Llandudno, with the aim to engage with members 
of the public, recruit and provide information about 
volunteer opportunities within North Wales Police 
and offer reassurance in light of recent events in 
Manchester. 
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SC Chief Officer Mark Owen was interviewed by BBC 
Wales for the Newyddion 9 programme; they also 
filmed and interviewed some of our Specials on patrol. 

Officers also offered a visible presence at the Menai 
Bridge Raft Race. In addition to this they conducted 
stop checks on vehicles in support of the Drink 
and Drug Drive Campaign currently ongoing. Other 
Specials across the Force took the opportunity to be 
out, visible, engaging and reassuring the public in their 
local communities. A number of Special Constables 
also policed the RGC V Wales rugby game.

SoUtH WalES poliCE 
Cardiff hosted the UEFA Champions League Final and 
48 Special Constables undertook 98 Tours of Duty 
providing public reassurance and engagement. A total 
of 783 hours were completed across the weekend 85% 
of these were for the Champions League.

The Roads Policing Special Constables provided 
support to regular colleagues with a number of driving 
duties and a number of Special Constables remained 
at BCU level supporting Neighbourhood Policing 
Teams and Response, supporting business as usual. 

Bilingual Special Constables and Police Youth 
Volunteers attended the Urdd Eisteddfod, Pencoed 
Campus, Bridgend six-day event and utilised every 
opportunity to engage with visitors and share keep 
safe messages ; the event  included an interview with 
Radio Cymru.

A social media campaign was delivered and there 
were internal messages of support and thanks 
published from staff and officers of all ranks; Special 
Constables were recognised with a letter of thanks 
for their contribution in volunteering over 200 hours.  

WaRWiCkSHiRE 
Officers launched National Specials Weekend on Friday 
evening by undertaking patrols of burglary hotspots 
in South Warwickshire, seeking to prevent and deter 
crime in Earlswood, Wellesbourne and Southam, and 
targeting drugs, anti-social behaviour, car crime and 
burglaries in Atherstone and Polesworth in the north 
of the county.

Special Constables and colleagues from Warwickshire 
Fire and Rescue Service spoke to over 400 people as 
part of a driver safety event. Six tickets were issued to 
drivers for not wearing seatbelts.

Special Constables also assisted in a Special 
Constabulary recruitment assessment centre at Leek 
Wootton, supporting the written and group exercises, 
and facilitating the fitness tests that the 17 candidates 
underwent. 

Throughout the day, officers addressed rural crime 
in South Warwickshire, making visits to local farms, 
providing advice on crime issues and carrying out 
speed checks.

Special Constables in Rugby worked with the local 
Safer Neighbourhood Team to perform car seat safety 
checks at Elliott’s Field retail park, ensuring that the 
items were fitted safely, securely and legally, while 
providing advice and guidance to motorists.

WESt MERCia 
West Mercia Police Special Constables carried out a 
range of duties during National Specials Weekend, 
protecting people from harm, promoting the work of 
the Special Constabulary in local communities and 
encouraging people to volunteer as Special Constables

For National Specials Weekend, John Campion, West 
Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner, posted a 
video online acknowledging and celebrating the role of 
Special Constables: youtube.com/watch?v=Ug9lLm1-
wjU

The Special Constabulary Operational Policing Unit 
(OPU) in Shropshire assisted regular officers with an 
automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) operation 
in Shrewsbury and Telford.

On Saturday, 3 June 2017, Special Constables attended 
the West Mercia Police and Warwickshire Police 
Volunteers Conference at Hindlip Hall, and also took 
part in training sessions.

Special Constables participated in community 
engagement in Worcester City Centre, Whitchurch’s 
Party in the Park; and the Bewdley Regatta. In Redditch 
Specials carried out reassurance patrols to support 
visitors and the night-time economy. In Worcester 
Special Constables undertook a drink-drive campaign 
to raise awareness among local motorists. In 
Kidderminster, officers performed rural and burglary 
patrols throughout the weekend. 



involved in a trial which involved amalgamating 
two PRT areas into a single entity, allowing the 
two teams to be more proactive. He arranges 
regular training for his team, allowing them to 
take part in planned drugs warrants (recently 
recovering £6000 Class A drugs!) 

Special Inspector Sam Watson leads a team 
in East Leicester, he received the Special 
Constable Innovation Award. He’s made a major 
contribution in the planning, preparation and 
delivery of the East Leicester Operation Wings, 
designed to encourage Specials to complete their 
SCAP and become more involved with their NPA. 
He’s organised and managed monthly traffic 
operations with up to 25 Specials involved each 
time.

Special Constable Iliya Zarac picked up the 
Special Constable Community Engagement 

Award. During the last 12 months, he’s 
completed his in company period as part of 
his University course training, won Special of 
the Month, and completed his SCAP. During 
September and October, Iliya worked 22 duties 
totalling 157.59 hours. He’s worked a wide variety 
of duties, engaged with people from all walks 
of life, and assisted multiple NPA’s achieve their 
priorities. He’s made an outstanding contribution 
to improving relationships between the police 
and community.

Special Sergeant Adam Ahmed won the Special 
Recognition Award, and is currently in training to 
become a police officer. He was based at Spinney 
Hill Police Station and showed pure dedication to 
his beat. Alongside his officer training, he’s taken 
on a mentoring role in the Operation Wings 
team; his experiences have been invaluable 
in assisting the new recruits to believe in 
themselves. He also attended Moat College to 
deliver a talk to pupils on policing, and received 
fantastic feedback after the event.

East Leicester’s Operation Wings team were 
rewarded for their efforts with the Special 
Constable Outstanding Team Performance. 
They quickly became involved in policing, from 
events and traffic operations, to planned search 
warrants and PRT duties, thanks to meticulous 
planning. The dedication of the team, ably 
assisted by Special Sergeant Watson, Special 
Sergeant Shaw and Special Constable Ahmed 
produced some excellent policing results and 
SCAP development. 44 days after they were 
attested, the team had contributed almost 650 
hours of duty time, bringing a great value to East 
Leicester NPA.

Congratulations to all of the winners on the 
night.
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leiCestershire poliCe’s 
third volunteers 
in poliCing awards 
night

Leicestershire Police hosted its third annual 
Volunteers in Policing Awards Night in June, 
celebrating the outstanding efforts of Specials, 
Cadets, Volunteers and Chaplains who dedicate 
their free time to the Force. 

More than 500 volunteers and guests attended 
the event to see 18 awards being given out and 
scores of people applauded for their time and 
commitment.

The event was held at the King Power Stadium 
on 7 June to formally recognise the effort of 
the hundreds of people who volunteer for 
Leicestershire Police, and to end National 
Volunteers Week in style.

Chief Constable Simon Cole attended the evening 
and said: “The support that local communities 
receive from our Volunteers, Special Constables, 

Chaplains and Cadets is 
simply amazing! 

“I was very proud to be 
able to join the Lord 
Lieutenant, Police and 
Crime Commissioner, 
Under Sheriffs and 
sponsors at Leicester 
City Football Club to say 
‘thank you’. We have 
over 800 people who 
volunteer to support 
our communities; they 

contributed 114,000 hours in the last 12 months, 
which is fantastic.” 

The force’s Police and Crime Commissioner, Lord 
Willy Bach, also attended the awards and said: 

“Policing volunteers are highly-valued members 
of our policing family and in whatever way they 
support the police, I’m constantly impressed by 
their commitment. They give tirelessly of their 
time and skills to help us improve the services 
provided to the public. I’m immensely proud of 
them and thank them all.”

Special Sergeant Lyndsey Mee, a secondary 
school teacher from Braunstone, was among the 
award recipients and picked up Police Mutual’s 
Outstanding Special of the Year Award. Her 
fellow officers praised her calmness and courage 

in confrontational 
situations, and said she 
has integrated herself 
well at Wigston Police 
Station.

Delighted with her award, 
she said: “I am incredibly 
proud to have won 
Special of the Year. It is an 
honour to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with specials, 
our regular colleagues 
and other volunteers, 
as one team. I massively 

enjoy my work with the Special Constabulary, 
and would recommend it to anyone who wants 
to try something new.” 

Acting Special Inspector Lee Bennett won the 
Special Constable Outstanding Leadership 
Award. He consistently shows an excellent 
aptitude in the management of his team. He was 



Special Constables from Leicestershire Police 
have volunteered over 100 hours in a joint 
operation with Lincolnshire Police, to crack down 
on illegal hare coursing.  

Hare coursing is the pursuit of hares with dogs, 
and has been illegal in the United Kingdom since 
2005. For a number of years Lincolnshire have 
run an operation to tackle hare coursing, and it’s 
usually dealt with by officers local to the area. 
Recently, officers from Leicestershire Police 
have run the operation from Rutland, and other 
bordering rural locations.

Special Inspector Matt Ablewhite and his team 
of Specials supported the operation and said: 
“The coursers will often walk along the edge of a 
field to scare to hare into the open land, where 
the dogs will chase and kill the animal, before 
depositing it in a ditch. We provided high visibility 
patrols to deter any potential coursers and to 
reassure local communities, and we responded to 
any attributed incidents.

“Cross border policing operations are becoming 
more and more common, but this was the first 
one to be run by Special Constables. It was really 
great to take some of our Specials across the 

border to Lincolnshire, and collaboratively utilise 
our skills while showcasing the ‘one team’ ethos 
that we strive towards.”

Officers were given a dispersal order, meaning 
that they could instruct hare coursers to leave 
the county of Lincolnshire immediately. Many 
offenders travel to the county expressly to 
participate in hare coursing, which is made easier 
due to the flat land.

Across the two days that the Specials spent in 
Lincolnshire they covered over 800 miles of land, 
seized five dogs and a vehicle, conducted reports 
into another suspicious vehicle and dealt with a 
car failing to stop.

Sergeant Jamie Osborne, Lead for Specials at 
Leicestershire Police, said: “It’s great that our 
Specials are able to help out a neighbouring 
county, and it gives them the chance to mix 
with other officers and see how they work. It 
also helps our Specials to progress with their 
development, and our Special Sergeants have 
been able to develop their leadership and 
management skills. We hope to run future cross 
border operations to combat hare coursing next 
season.”
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south yorkshire 
speCials new role
Special Constable Rachel Smethurst has a 
unique role within the Safeguarding Adult Team 
(SAT) in Doncaster. Rachel started a six-month 
programme in January 2017 trialling for the 
first time an investigative role in the Special 
Constabulary. Thanks to Rachel’s support, a man 

was remanded in custody recently for domestic 
rape, false imprisonment and assault following 
the completion of extensive enquires within a 
collapsing time frame against the PACE clock, and 
within the same period, an elderly woman was 
safeguarded after an allegation of inter-familial 
rape.

Under the leadership of T/DCI Lee Berry and 
Chief Superintendent Natalie Shaw, the Domestic 
Abuse Tactical Group strategic lead, the project 
is now developing the key skills for Special 
Constables wishing to move into investigative 
areas and teams.

T/DCI Lee Berry said: “I am extremely proud to 
see how Rachel is now a key supporting member 
of the Safeguarding Adult Team. Rachel has 
the opportunity to develop new skills alongside 
professionals from the police and Doncaster 
Council, to work closely together to investigate 
crime, reduce threat risk & harm, and to 
safeguard our most vulnerable.”

west yorkshire poliCe 
use deCoy Bus 
The “Trojan” bus is being used in Bradford, 
Huddersfield and Todmorden, following a spate 
of attacks on First Bus vehicles by youths. Special 
Constables in plain clothes have been involved in 
this initiative. 
Special Constable Jack Mallinson said: “What we 
see is a lot of young people hiding in alleyways, 
and when they see a bus they start throwing 
rocks and things at windows and of course that 
can cause serious injuries. That’s something that 
we want to prevent. We get a lot of attacks at 
night and so doing something like this does help 
target issues that local people are having.”

“We’re showing people that we are doing 
something about it and get that feeling that we 
are constantly over their shoulder.”

tour de 
yorkshire
Special Constabularies of 
the Yorkshire and Humber 
region took to the streets 
in force to ensure the 
third edition of the Tour 
de Yorkshire Cycle Race 
passed off safely.

speCials Join forCes with linColnshire to 
taCkle hare Coursing
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Members of Bedfordshire’s Special Constabulary have 
joined the Force’s dedicated response to off road-
biking, Operation Meteor, working with officers from 
Luton’s Local Policing Team.  Operation Meteor aims 
to disrupt the illegal and dangerous practice of riding 
off-road bikes in public places, and has been run by 
the Force’s Local Policing Teams since its inception. 
Since January 2016, 56 bikes have been seized and 12 
people have been arrested. 

The Luton Local Policing Team continues to crack 
down on the issue and engage with the community, 
and now the Specials are on board to help disrupt 
activity.

The Force has funded specialist training for eight 
Specials, all already experienced bikers, run by 
Northamptonshire Police, the only Force in the county 
that offers a bespoke course for off road bikers. Four 
Specials have already passed and are now taking part 
in regular patrols in hotspot areas across the county.

Inspector Annita Clarke, Community Policing Inspector 
for Dunstable, Houghton Regis, and Leighton and 
Linslade, says, “Bedfordshire is a diverse county – we 
police urban areas like Luton and Bedford, as well as a 
vast rural community in the North of the county. Even 
in those urban areas there is a lot of flat, green space 
for off-road bikers to utilise, and they have been doing 
so for years. It’s a real concern for our communities, 
particularly in the summer.”

“Historically we have not been able to get to the areas 
used by bikers in police vehicles, hence their appeal. 
Among the Specials are a number of experienced 
bikers, who were really keen to utilise their existing 

skills when volunteering. We took the decision to pay 
for training and vehicles in order to formulate a more 
robust response to the problem, which the community 
have welcomed.”

The Specials now work closely with the Luton Local 
Policing Team to plan days of action, with officers in 
police cars also patrolling the county and reporting 
activity back to the bikers. 

“Our aim is to disrupt the activity,” says Special 
Superintendent Martin Streeter. “Our bikers won’t 
pursue off road bikers, but now have the ability to 
get to popular biking sites and disrupt them. Through 
a mixture of overt and covert activity, we’re aiming 
to help the Force build a clearer intelligence picture 
of hotspots, offenders, and vehicles. Being part 
of Operation Meteor is a fantastic opportunity for 
Bedfordshire’s Specials, and a great example of how 
we can work really closely with regular officers to get 
the best results for our communities.”

Bedfordshire’s speCials help Bolster 
operation meteor 

CumBria speCial 
ConstaBle to reCeive 
medal in Queen’s 
Birthday honours
Special Constable Brian Murphy received the British 
Empire Medal  in the 2017 Queen’s Birthday Honours.  
SC Brian Murphy, aged 61 who lives near Brampton, is 
being honoured for Services to Policing. 

Following a career as a Police Constable for 32 
years with Cumbria Constabulary, on retirement, 
he volunteered to become a Special Constable to 
continue policing in the rural community for a further 
five years to date. In this time has worked 353 duties 
volunteering over 2,600 hours within north Cumbria. 

His service both as a regular officer and as a Special 
Constable has been exemplary, being a mentor for 

younger colleagues, as well as working as part of 
the Brampton policing team to patrol the rural area, 
respond to calls for service, and generally provide 
reassurance to the community. 

During his time as a Special Constable, he has received 
three certificates of appreciation and has been 
awarded the area shield for the most contribution for 
his service within north area in the last financial year. 
This was in part for performance, but also for his work 
to train and develop new Special Constables, leading 
to them becoming capable of independent patrol. 

Chief Constable Jerry Graham said: “This is a fantastic 
achievement and is an acknowledgement of Brian’s 
unwavering dedication, professionalism, and hard 
work. I would like to add my own personal thanks for 
his hard work in over 33 years of policing and wish him 
all the very best in accepting this prestigious award.”

Police and Crime Commissioner Peter McCall 
said:  “I am delighted that Brian has received public 
recognition for his outstanding commitment and 
selfless service to the public of Cumbria. His dedication 
is an excellent example of the work that Special 
Constables do to serve our community.  This award 
is richly deserved and is recognition for Brian and his 
colleague Special Police Officers to whom we owe real 
gratitude.”

His nomination form also included the following 
information: “During his 32 years as a regular officer, 
he was held in the highest regard by his fellow officers 
as well as the communities he served and always 
performed to the highest standard. He was a well 
know face to many local people in North Cumbria and 
his knowledge of local policing issues was second to 
none.

“As a Special Constable, he has made over 30 arrests 
many of which have been assigned to officers working 
under his guidance, including six for drink-driving. He 
has conducted over 1,000 vehicle stops, a number 
of which has resulted in traffic offence reports or 
prosecutions, submitted over 100 intelligence reports 
from information gained which have been influential 
in investigations, and has undertaken eight drug 
seizures resulting from his own investigation of 
suspicious behaviour. 

“He is a respected officer who seeks to help others 
and demonstrates the best values of policing in all his 
engagements with the public. He often is reluctant to 
take credit, preferring to support lesser-experienced 
colleagues in their development and enabling them to 
grow in confidence.”
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greater manChester poliCe
Citizens in poliCing awards 2017

Greater Manchester Police (GMP) hosted their Annual 
Citizens in Policing Awards during National Volunteers Week 
and Specials Weekend.  There were 165 guests, including 
Special Constables, Police Support Volunteers, Volunteer 
Police Cadets and Team Leaders, Active Citizens, Employers, 
Sponsors, family guests, as well as the Lord Lieutenant Mr 
Warren J Smith and the High Sheriff of Manchester Kui Man 
Gerry Yeung OBE DL.  

Chief Superintendent Neil Evans hosted the event on behalf 
of the Chief Constable, delivering  the opening speech and 
conducting  the minutes silence for the London attack that 
had occurred the previous evening   

Master of Ceremonies, was Superintendent John-Paul Ruffle 
and Chief Officer Mike Walmsley closed the event on behalf 
of the Citizens in Policing. 

Particular thanks were given to the sponsors of the event, 
without whom the event could not take place.

There was a charity raffle to raise funds for the Volunteer 
Police Cadets to join the Retrak Futures Programme in 
Malawi. Prizes were obtained by PSV Graham Worrall – the 
top prize being a  stay at the fantastic Hotel Gotham in 
Manchester which was won by Special Constable Harriet 
Wallace.

 
“today recognises the contributions you 
make to our communities and greater 
Manchester. We need active citizens to 

step forward and work alongside us – and 
you all do this brilliantly” 

Chief Constable 
Ian Hopkins QPM

police Support Volunteer 
individual

Winner: Tracey Snelling

‘i really enjoyed the 
event, and once again 
was humbled by the 

level of support these 
normal people give to 

the Force and how they 
find the time to do it.’

Adrian Bloor
Police Mutual

police Support Volunteer team
Winner: Neighbourhood, 

Confidence & Equality Volunteers

Volunteer police Cadet 
individual

Winner: Hassan Khan

Volunteer police Cadet team
Winner: Trafford VPC

Volunteer police Cadet team 
leader

Joint Winners: Gareth Durose & 
Gary Bingham

active Citizens 
Winner: Janet Chapman,  

New Moston Home Watch 
Coordinator

Citizens in policing Support
Winners: PCs Nick Warburton & 

Trevor Richards

Special Constabulary individual
Winner: Special Sergeant Jared 

Simpson

Special Constabulary team
Winner: Stockport Central & 

Cheadle Heath

Employer Supported policing
Winner: Trafford Council & GMP

leadership
Winner: Special Inspector 

Matthew Saville

SponSoRS



Save up to £3,000 a year on 
your Mortgage payments*

Mortgage Excellence Plc, trading as Police Mutual, is registered in England & Wales No. 03527577. The registered office for PMAS and MEX is Alexandra House, Queen Street, Lichfield, 

Staffordshire WS13 6QS. For your security, all telephone calls are recorded and may be monitored. Calls to 0800 numbers are free from UK landlines and mobiles.

MORTADVERT 04 17

Since launching in 2012 over 5,000 members of the Police Family have 

used our Mortgage Advice Service. What’s more, in 2016 we saved 
members £3,000 on average when they chose to remortgage with us*. 

You may have to pay an early repayment charge to your existing  
lender if you remortgage. For members, Police Mutual provides free 
mortgage advice and receives a commission from the mortgage  
lender which we use to fund this service.

Could we save you money on your mortgage?

1. Call 0800 032 5333
2. Visit policemutual.co.uk/mortgages
We’re open from 8.30am – 5.30pm Mon-Fri

Why choose our 
Mortgage Service?

  Access to the whole of 

the mortgage market

  Exclusive deals for the 

Police Family

 Free advice for members

  Appointment times to 

fit around you

* Based on Police Mutual re-mortgage data in 2016 and analysis of typical mortgage interest rates.
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